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Gospels and in the first chapter of the Acts of
the Apostles.1 But when we turn back to the
records of Christ's life and teaching during the
years of His public ministry, we are surprised, and
perhaps disappointed, to find that there is so little
that we can set beside it. There are, it is true,
not a few sayings and parables that foreshadow
the universal mission of Christianity. Thus, for
example, Jesus spoke of His disciples as the light
of the world, and the salt of the earth." He said
that He would build His Church and that the gates
of Hades should not prevail against it.3 When
a woman anointed Him in the house of Simon at
Bethany, He declared that that which she had
done^hould be spoken of for a memorial of her
wheresoever the gospel should be preached throughout
the whole world.* Still more explicit was His
word that, before the end came, the gospel must first
be preached unto all the nations.5 And once, when
His soul was suddenly and deeply moved by the
faith of a centurion, there appeared before Him
a vision of multitudes coming from the east and
the west to sit down with Abraham and Isaac and
Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.6 Of similar
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